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Better schools, brighter future 

UNRWA Education Reform

UNRWA commenced its Education Reform in 2010 with 
the strategic view to improve school education services for 
Palestine refugee school children; the strategy touches on 
staff professional development, curriculum enrichment and 
development and better provision of services for students 
with special needs.

The Agency is working on improving partnerships and 
communication, school governance including monitoring 
and evaluation and strategic planning and management, 
in addition to promoting evidenced-based and informed 
decisions through research and better management of data. 

Specifically in Lebanon, UNRWA has addressed the following 
areas:

School Management and Organization

•	 Around 950 elementary and preparatory school teachers 
have received training on teaching methodology, and 99 
Head Teachers and Assistant Head Teachers have received 
training on leadership. 

•	 A Monitoring and Evaluation Unit has been established.  
•	 An integrated electronic database of UNRWA’s students 

and schools (the School Management System) was 
launched in early 2011, allowing for more efficient 
information management. 

•	 UNRWA Lebanon’s Education Department is currently 
introducing unified testing and improved curricula.

Equipment and Supplies 

•	 Stationary for all UNRWA school children shall be provided 
at the start of each academic year through the “Back to 

Overview

In Lebanon, Palestinian refugee children and 
young people have restricted access to the 
public school system. Furthermore, the cost 
of private education in Lebanon is among 
the highest in the region and most families 
do not have the financial resources to enroll 
their child in one of these institutions.  For 
this reason, UNRWA in Lebanon, in contrast 
to UNRWA’s other field offices, provides not 
only primary education but also secondary 
education and, to a lesser extent, supports 
access to university education through specific 
donor funding. 

Despite high enrolment rates at the primary 
level, there are still many challenges for 
Palestine refugees in completing education 
in Lebanon.  Two-thirds of Palestinians above 
the age of 15 have not attained the Brevet, 
the state certificate that grants access to 
secondary school. This is alarming since those 
households whose head does not have the 
Brevet are more likely to experience poverty. 
If however, the household head has attained 
education above the primary level, the 
likelihood of being extremely poor (living on 
less that US$ 2.17 per day) is reduced by half. 

This is why UNWRA views education as the key 
to lifting refugee families out of poverty and 
to increasing their chances of becoming self-
reliant despite their limited access to the local 
labour market. 

www.unrwa.org



Better schools, brighter future
At a glance

•	 Approximately 33,000 students 
(more than 50% of them 
female) are enrolled in 68 
UNRWA schools throughout 
Lebanon

•	 8% of the Palestine refugee 
population of school age (7-
15 years) were not enrolled in 
school in 2010

•	 10% of the population aged 
over 15 years have never 
attended school at all

•	 Only half of young people of 
secondary school age (16-18 
years) are enrolled in schools or 
Vocational Training Centres

•	 Two-thirds of Palestinians 
above the age of 15 do not 
have the Brevet  

•	 Only 5 % of Palestinians hold a 
university degree  

Budget

The budget allocated by the General 
Fund to education in Lebanon amounts 
to US$ 36.1 million. In addition, US$ 3 
million are needed every year to fund 
specific initiatives such as scholarships, 
back to school kits, etc. 

Source: AUB/ UNRWA Socio-economic Survey of 
Palestinian Refugees in Lebanon,  2010

School” initiative, conditional upon the availability of funding.
•	 UNRWA Lebanon is improving its educational resources by 

introducing new textbooks in Arabic and English during the lower 
elementary cycle. 

Learning Support 

•	 During the 2010-11 school year, UNRWA Lebanon launched a 
Learning Support Programme for all students in Grades 1-9; this 
programme will continue in 2011-12. 

•	 The programme places a Learning Support Advisor in each Grade 
3 and 4 class to assist the teacher and work with students in need 
of additional support. 

•	 The Programme also places a Learning Support Teacher in each 
school to provide individualized help to children and to coordinate 
an afterschool tutoring programme with local NGOs. 

•	 Activities under this initiative continued during summer 2011 
with UNRWA’s Summer Language Programme which provided 
language instruction in French and English to Grade 4 students. 

•	 In 2011, UNRWA also facilitated the introduction of Grade 1 
students’ into the school environment by offering a “Gap Camp” 
before the start of the new academic year.

Scholarships

•	 In 2010, UNRWA restructured its Scholarship Programme, 
introducing new selection criteria to improve its transparency and 
effectiveness. 

•	 Thanks to lower fees being negotiated with academic institutions, 
UNRWA was able to almost double the number of scholarships 
available compared with previous years, but is only able to give 
this opportunity to one out of ten applicants. 

•	 In 2010-11 UNRWA provided 85 new scholarships to talented 
young Palestine refugees students, allowing them to study at the 
university of their choice. 

UNRWA’s Fundraising Priorities 

•	 Offering additional education opportunities to students from 
Grades 2 through 5 via the Learning Support Programme

•	 Providing stationery for 33,000 UNRWA schoolchildren who 
will be enrolled during the 2012-13 academic year through the 
Back to School Programme

•	 Providing scholarships to qualified students to pursue higher 
education through the Scholarship Fund

•	 Supporting the running costs UNRWA schools and providing 
curriculum enrichment materials

•	 Upgrading IT and physical infrastructure in several schools

For more information, please contact 
UNRWA Lebanon Public Information Office
Tel/Fax: +961 1840468 or email: h.samra@unrwa.org

UNRWA provides assistance, protection and advocacy for some 4.7 million registered Palestine refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, 
Syria and the occupied Palestinian territory, pending a solution to their plight. The Agency’s services encompass education, 
health care, social safety-net, camp infrastructure and improvement, community support, microfinance and emergency 
response, including in times of armed conflict. Through these services UNRWA strives to help Palestine refugees achieve a 
decent standard of living, long and healthy lives, knowledge and skills and full enjoyment of human rights. These goals are 
formulated according to the UN criteria for human development.

The printing of this publication has been 
funded  by the European Commission’s 
Directorate for Humanitarian Aid and 
Civil Protection 


