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Saudi Arabia donates $86 million to 
support UNRWA projects in Gaza, the 
West Bank and Lebanon
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, through the Saudi Fund for 
Development (SFD), has donated $86 million to UNRWA for 
projects in the West Bank, Lebanon and Gaza. On 26 May the 
three agreements were signed in Riyadh by SFD Vice-Chairman 
and Managing Director Eng. Yousef Al Bassam and UNRWA’s 
Commissioner-General, Mr.  Filippo Grandi.

H.E  Eng. Yousef Al Bassam (SFD) and UNRWA delegation in Riyadh

The first agreement worth $14 million is for five projects in 
the West Bank, including the reconstruction and equipping of 
Hebron Health Centre, Aroub Boys School, Ein Sultan School, 
Balata Boys School, and the reconstruction and rehabilitation 
of 930 housing units. 

The second agreement worth $54.5 million represents one of 
Saudi Arabia’s contributions to the Gulf Cooperation Council’s 
(GCC) ‘Programme for the Reconstruction of Gaza’: it covers the 
reconstruction and rehabilitation of more than 1,000 housing units 
and the construction, equipping and furnishing of six schools. 

The third and final agreement worth $17.5 million includes $7.5 
million to improve the living conditions in Ein el-Hilweh Camp, 
South Lebanon, and $10 million towards the reconstruction of Nahr 
el-Bared Camp in North Lebanon which will raise the total donation 
of Saudi Arabia for Nahr el Bared to $35 million.

“Each of  these agreements is valuable,” accepting the 
contribution, Commissioner-General of UNRWA Filippo Grandi 
said. It is well known that the infrastructure of our refugee 
camps in the West Bank needs attention. This is more true of 
camps in Lebanon like Ein el-Helweh. It is also clear that the 
huge Nahr el-Bared camp rebuilding project desperately needs 
more funding, and that Gaza has multiple needs as it continues 
to face a blockade which paralyses most of its economic 
activity. We and the refugees we serve are immensely grateful 
to the Custodian of The Two Holy Mosques for providing the 
necessary direction to the concerned government agencies to 
help UNRWA in this open-handed way.”

UNRWA’s Commissioner-General was joined by the Director of 
UNRWA Operations in Gaza Robert Turner who gave a detailed 
presentation on UNRWA’s Gaza recovery plan.

Donor Contributions
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Saudi Arabia gives UNRWA $10 million for 
Palestinian refugees affected by the violence in 
Syria

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has given UNRWA $10 million 
towards UNRWA’s Syria Appeal. These funds will be 
administered through the Saudi Fund for Development (SFD).

A Palestinian refugee family affected by the conflict in Syria

The conflict in Syria is increasingly encroaching on UNRWA 
camps and as a result UNRWA estimates that over half of the 
Palestine refugee population in Syria (thus almost 300,000) is 
now displaced in Syria or to neighbouring countries. Yet despite 
considerable challenges UNRWA is continuing to deliver 
emergency relief, health and education services to the affected 
Palestine refugee population.

Welcoming the donation, UNRWA’s Commissioner-General, 
Filippo Grandi, said: “ With the areas of Syria where most 
Palestinians live, including the Ghouta, seeing intensified 
fighting, the numbers of Palestinian displaced and destitute 
is growing by the day. This generous donation by Saudi Arabia 
will help UNRWA to continue delivering food and cash to the 
needy and providing emergency services both in Syria itself and 
in Lebanon and Jordan to where many Palestinians have fled. 
Once again Saudi Arabia has shown how responsive it is to the 
suffering of Palestinian refugees.”

UAERC contributes $2.1 million to UNRWA  for East 
Jerusalem Health Centre

The Red Crescent Society of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAERC) has signed an agreement with UNRWA to support 
the reconstruction of Shu’fat Health Centre in Jerusalem. The 
UAERC contribution of $ 2.1 million will enable UNRWA to 
rebuild and refurnish the health centre on the eastern edge of 
Jerusalem, which serves the 30 thousand Palestine refugees 
who live in Shu’fat Camp.

The Commissioner-General of UNRWA, Mr. Filippo Grandi, 
said: “I am very pleased with this agreement. The construction 
of the West Bank Barrier has greatly impacted the lives of 
these residents, particularly in access to health services. With 
the support of UAERC, at least now they can look forward to 
receiving treatment in a modern health centre.” Mr Grandi 
noted that the agreement is another example of the important 
contributions made by to UNRWA by Arab donors, saying: “This 
shows how UNRWA and Arab donors can work together to help 
the Palestinian residents of Jerusalem.” 

UAERC and UNRWA to resume Gaza Housing 
Project halted since 2005

The UAE Red Crescent will finance the completion of refugee 
housing in Khan Younis, Gaza, to the tune of an additional 
$5.4 million. An agreement to this effect has been signed 
in Abu Dhabi by Dr. Mohamed Ateeq Al-Falahi, Secretary-
General of the UAE Red Crescent (UAERC), and Mr Peter Ford, 
Representative of the UNRWA Commissioner-General .

Mr Peter Ford (UNRWA) and Dr. Mohamed Ateeq Al-Falahi, (Secretary-
General of the UAERC) in Abu Dhabi

The Khan Younis housing project, which began in 2005 but has 
been halted for over 6 years because of the Israeli blockade, 
will be restarted following partial lifting of the blockade. The 
UAERC pledge of $5.4 million, which is on the top of previous 
pledges of $13 million and $1.3 million, will cover completion 
of the project, which is approximately half complete at the 
moment. Overall the project will cost $19.7 million and 
comprise 600 houses and a school together with water, sewage 
and electricity systems.

Welcoming this agreement, Mr Peter Ford said: “Around 3000 
Gaza refugees who had their homes destroyed and who have 
been waiting years for new homes will be delighted at this 
development. UNRWA and the refugees it serves are grateful 
for the continuing generous support of the UAERC and of the 
UAE government and public”.

UAERC assists 14,000 Gazans during Ramadan

A generous contribution of $500,000 from the Red Crescent 
Society of the United Arab Emirates (UAERC) enabled UNRWA 
to provide refugees in Gaza with food assistance, beginning in 
the holy month of Ramadan.
 
The UAERC contribution helped provide food baskets containing 
flour, sugar, rice, oil and milk to more than 14,000 refugees 
from 2,500 of the poorest families in Gaza.

The Commissioner-General of UNRWA, Mr. Filippo Grandi, 
welcomed the UAERC contribution. He said: “This contribution 
is welcome not only because of Ramadan, but also because it 
comes at a time of increasing economic difficulties in Gaza, due 
to the continuing blockade and the recent closure of many of 
the tunnels linking Gaza to Egypt.”
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The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
Campaign for the Relief of the Palestinian 
People in Gaza contributes $2.5 million 
towards food assistance in Gaza for Ramadan

The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques Campaign for the 
Relief of the Palestinian People in Gaza has generously 
donated $2.5 million towards food distribution in Gaza, which 
started from the month of Ramadan.

H.E Fahd Al-Zaid (Saudi Ambassador to Jordan), Mr. Mubarak Al-
Baker (Executive Manager of the Saudi Committee) and UNRWA Arab 
Partners Unit

This contribution enables families, from the absolute and 
abject poor, to receive essential basic foodstuffs (flour, rice, 
oil, sugar and powder milk). The total number of beneficiaries 
is expected to be 65,621 families (346,592 persons), during 
the month of Ramadan and the second round of annual 
distributions organized by UNRWA as part of its social safety 
net programme.

Mr Peter Ford, the Representative of UNRWA’s Commissioner-
General, expressed gratitude to the Campaign stating: “this 
contribution illustrates once more the consistent support for 
refugees provided by the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
Campaign for the Relief of the Palestinian People in Gaza. It 
will help UNRWA to ease the burden of poverty under which 
thousands of refugees in Gaza are suffering all year round, 
and more specifically it will enable the refugees to participate 
in Ramadan celebrations.”

Saudi Campaign supports food assistance for 
displaced Palestine refugees in Jordan

 
With the support of a generous contribution from the Saudi 
Campaign for the Relief of the Syrian People UNRWA was able 
to provide valuable support, during the month of Ramadan, to 
Palestine refugees from Syria (PRS) who had fled to Jordan.

The Saudi Campaign provided UNRWA with 1,950 food 
parcels, at a total cost of $ 138,000. The parcels, containing 
essential items such as oil, sugar and rice, were distributed 
in Amman and its outskirts, as well as in northern areas of 
Jordan, reaching over 7,000 Palestine refugees displaced 
from Syria. Mr. Peter Ford, Representative of the UNRWA 
Commissioner-General, said: “The Saudi Campaign for 
the Relief of the Syrian People has shown itself once again 
to be a true supporter of the Palestine refugees from 
Syria in Jordan, coming forward to assist them during this 
special month. UNRWA and Palestine refugees are very 
grateful, and we look forward to continuing to strengthen 
our partnership for the benefit of refugees in the region.”

Human Appeal International helps Palestinian 
refugees from Syria in Jordan
 
Human Appeal International, an Emirati NGO based in the 
Emirate of Ajman, in coordination with UNRWA, distributed 
electric fans to 292 Palestine refugee families who fled Syria 
to  Jordan .

The distribution took place in Qaryet Al-Tyebat/ Wihdat, 
Amman. This donation comes in support of UNRWA’s latest 
appeal for Syria launched on 7 June and which requested 
critical humanitarian assistance in the form of food, cash, 
household items and health services in Syria, Lebanon and 
Jordan.

Mr. Peter Ford (UNRWA) and Mr. Rami Abdul Rahman (Director of 
Human Appeal International in Jordan)

Following this distribution, Human Appeal International and 
UNRWA have signed an agreement covering the provision of 
in-kind assistance for Palestine refugees from Syria (PRS) who 
have fled to Jordan. The first donation under this agreement 
consists of hygiene kits for approximately 450 refugees, 
including Palestine refugees and Syrians, currently in Cyber 
City. Hygiene kits provide essential items such as cleansers, 
shaving materials and diapers. The value of the contribution 
is US$ 50,000.

Welcoming this contribution, Mr. Peter Ford, Representative 
of the UNRWA Commissioner-General, said: “HAI is doing a 
wonderful thing by supporting Palestine refugees who are 
now refugees twice over. UNRWA is delighted to continue its 
association with this eminent UAE charity.”

Qatar Red Crescent supports better access 
to medical treatment for Palestine Refugees 
from Syria
 
Qatar Red Crescent (QRC) signed a memorandum of 
understanding with UNRWA, aimed at improving access to 
medical care for Palestine Refugees from Syria.
 
The QRC donated $250.000 to support access to medical 
treatment for Palestine refugees from Syria who fled to 
Lebanon and who are affected by life-threatening conditions 
requiring secondary or tertiary care medical interventions at 
Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS) hospitals and in other 
hospitals contracted by UNRWA. 

Donor Contributions
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Qatar Charity signs $1 million  agreement with 
UNRWA to procure medicines and physiotherapy 
equipment for Palestine Refugees in Gaza

Qatar Charity and UNRWA signed an agreement to support 
UNRWA Health programme in Gaza. Under this agreement 
worth $1 million, UNRWA will provide urgently needed 
medicines and physiotherapy equipment to Palestine refugees 
through UNRWA’s network of health centers. 

By securing pharmaceuticals, medical drugs and physiotherapy 
equipment, this contribution will guarantee access to primary 
health care services for all Palestinian refugees in Gaza who 
require medical treatment and who suffer from physical 
disabilities. 

Welcoming this contribution, the Commissioner-General of 
UNRWA, Mr. Filippo Grandi, said: “This is excellent news for 
Gaza where the Israeli-imposed blockade and the poverty it 
causes severely hampers access to essential healthcare. We 
are grateful to Qatar Charity and the people of Qatar who have 
once more shown their solidarity with Palestine refugees in 
Gaza”.

Mr Yusuf Bin Ahmed Al-Kuwari, Chief Executive Officer of Qatar Charity 
and Mr Peter Ford, Representive of UNRWA Commissioner-General

Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan Foundation feeds over 
25,000 Gazans during Ramadan

Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan Foundation contributed, in 
cooperation UNRWA, to the implementation of the Ramadan 
‘Feed the Fasting’ project in the Gaza Strip, for the fifth 
consecutive year.
 
Thanks to this generous contribution, over 25,000 Palestine 
refugees in Gaza received hot, protein-rich iftar meals during 
the holy month. Beneficiaries were selected from among the 
poorest families and persons with special needs. The hot meals 
were distributed through 20 community-based organizations 
throughout the Gaza Strip. 
  

Mr. Peter Ford, Representative of the UNRWA Commissioner-
General, said: “The Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan Foundation is 
one of UNRWA’s most supportive donors in the Gulf. In addition 
to regular food support for the neediest refugees in the West 
Bank and Gaza, the Foundation contributed to the Agency’s 
‘Adopt-a-School Initiative’, for the academic years 2010 and 
2012, by adopting a school, named Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
Elementary Boys School.” 

Kuwait gives UNRWA its annual contribution of 
$2 million

Kuwait has given UNRWA its annual contribution of $2 million 
to UNRWA’s regular budget.

The cheque was presented to UNRWA by the H.E Dr. Hamad 
Saleh Al-Duaij, the Kuwaiti Ambassador to Jordan. He stated 
that “the Kuwaiti contribution for UNRWA today stems from 
the importance granted by the Kuwaiti leadership, under the 
guidance of His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah 
Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Prince of the State of Kuwait, to 
support the Palestinian people to alleviate their suffering, by 
supporting and contributing to UNRWA’s regular budget”. He 
added that “the State of Kuwait has never hesitated to provide 
assistance to the Palestinian people and has always been and 
will always be a support for them”, and praised the role of 
UNRWA “in ensuring that the essential needs of Palestinian 
refugees are met within its areas of operation.”

H.E Dr. Hamad Saleh Al-Duaij (Ambassador of Kuwait to Jordan) and  
Eng. Munir Manneh (UNRWA)

Welcoming this donation, UNRWA’s Commissioner-General 
Mr. Filippo Grandi, said: ‘We are delighted to receive this 
cheque from Kuwait today, which will be of enormous support 
to UNRWA’s core programmes and services. 2013 has been 
an exceptional year for the UNRWA-Kuwait partnership as 
donations from Kuwait this year have amounted to $29 million. 
We are extremely grateful to the Emir, the Government and the 
people of Kuwait for their unwavering support to the refugees 
we serve.’

Donor Contributions
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UNRWA delegation meets partners in 
Qatar

On 28-30 April, an UNRWA delegation met with key partners in 
Qatar, including Qatar Charity where a $1 million agreement for 
medicines in Gaza was signed (see donor contributions). 

In the margins of Sheika Moza’s Educate a Child Initiative event, 
where UNRWA Director of Education Ms. Caroline Pontefract 
represented UNRWA, Representative of the UNRWA Commissioner-
General, Mr. Peter Ford and Ms. Pontefract held meetings with key 
officials from Qatar Foundation, including Sheikha Moza’s adviser 
Mr. Marcio Barbosa, Director of Educate A Child, Ms. Mary Joy 
Pigozzi, and Mr. Farouk Burney of Al Fakhoura. 
 
During this trip Mr. Ford also met the Director-General of the 
Ministry of International Cooperation, Mr. Ahmed Al Mereikh, 
to discuss the Government of Qatar’s long term support to the 
Agency’s core programmes as well as the terrible situation for 
Palestine refugees in Syria.

UNRWA in Riyadh
On 11 September Mr. Peter Ford, representative of the UNRWA 
Commissioner-General, visited Riyadh, where he was invited to 
speak at the International Islamic Relief Organization - Saudi Arabia 
(IIROSA) annual meeting. 

During this event, attended by 50 diplomats including ambassadors, 
and Dr. Abdullah Al-Turki, secretary-general of the Muslim World 
League (MWL) and president of IIROSA, Mr Ford thanked IIROSA for 
its support to UNRWA and reflected on past cooperation: 

“In our first cooperation with IIROSA in 2008, it contributed $1 
million to the program and this allowed us to create 1,399 short 
term jobs, much needed in an economy under illegal siege. In our 
second Gaza collaboration IIROSA very quickly came forward with 

funds to enable us to buy about 50 generators. This was during the 
period of the Israeli attack on the city in 2009 to January 2010.”

Mr. Peter Ford speaking at the IIROSA meeting in Riyadh

During this visit to Saudi Arabia, Mr Ford had opportunity to 
meet H.E Eng. Yousef Al Bassam, Managing Director and 
Vice-Chairman of the Saudi Fund for Development (SFD), 
one of the Agency’s most important partners, and thanked 
him for their enormous support to the Agency this year. 

Mr. Ford also met Mr. Mubarak Al Bakr, Executive Director 
of the Saudi Committee where he stressed the critical 
need for food aid for Gaza as the humanitarian situation 
deteriorates as a result of the changing situation in Egypt.
  

Khalifa  Bin  Zayed  Al  Nahyan  Foundation 
and UNRWA celebrate second 
anniversary of school adoption in Gaza
The Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan Foundation (KBZF), in 
cooperation with UNRWA, celebrated the beginning of the 

Regional Visits & Events
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new school year at the Khalifa Bin Zayed School in the Gaza 
Strip, and marked the second anniversary of the Foundation’s 
support to the school.

Since 2011, as part of the Agency’s school adoption scheme, 
KBZF has taken on a major part of the running costs of 
maintaining the school, and has provided school uniforms and 
stationery to the pupils. The school facility, in Beit Lahia, hosts 
two elementary schools: one for boys and one co-ed. It serves 
2,814 pupils.

Mr. Rober Turner (Director of UNRWA operations in Gaza - centre) 
on panel at KBZF ceremony in Gaza

HE Mr. Mohamed Haji Al Khoori, KBZF Director-General, said: 
“Education is a child’s right, and not just a privilege. The Palestinian 
children are well deserving of a good standard of education and 
the chance to have a future filled with hope and brimming with 
possibilities. We as a Foundation are involved in various education-
based initiatives all around the world, and are proud of our role to 
help mould these young minds and give them all the assistance 
they need to become upstanding citizens and contributors to 
society.”

KBZF ceremony in Gaza

Robert Turner, Director of UNRWA Operations in Gaza, 
said: “I would like to thank the Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
Foundation for their adoption of the Khalifa Bin Zayed School. 
This generous support allows us to ensure that existing 
UNRWA schools are serving pupils well, giving these refugee 
children the best possible chance of securing a bright future. 
We are deeply grateful to the Foundation and its Patron, HH 
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE 
and Ruler of Abu Dhabi, for this partnership with UNRWA.”

UNRWA and Habtoor celebrate 
partnership with Iftar in West Bank
The generous contribution helped the JCP create 77 short-term 
job opportunities for food-insecure refugee labourers in these 
areas. KAHF support focused on water-related, agricultural and 
infrastructure-rehabilitation projects designed to help farmers 
address protection threats, including land confiscation and 
settler violence, and on increasing farmers’ resilience to forced 
displacement. KAHF was founded by Khalaf Ahmad Al-Habtoor, 
a well-known philanthropist who has been a generous supporter 
of Palestine refugees throughout the region. In November 2011, 
he received the prestigious ‘Shield of Merit’ from UNRWA in 
recognition of his humanitarian work with Palestine refugees. 

Ahmad Sukar, the head of the Wadi Fukin village council, 
emphasized the projects’ many achievements. “We express 
the gratitude and thanks of our communities to UNRWA JCP 
labourers and to the Al Habtoor Foundation for their support 
to Palestinian farmers facing protection threats.” He added 
that KAHF funds “have helped us repair essential agricultural 
infrastructure and water pipelines, which will prevent the loss 
of water and increase our agricultural production.” 

In Wadi Fukin, JCP labourers rehabilitated 3800 metres 
of water pipelines, 40 manholes and 3 water springs, and 
constructed a 500 cubic metre reservoir to mitigate leakage 
and water loss during summer. In Umm Al Kheir, a community 
south-east of Hebron that is near the settlement of Karmel, 
KAHF support helped the residents, refugee Bedouin, install 
an efficient irrigation system and demarcate their lands 
with a boundary fence to protect crops from settler violence. 

David Hutton, Deputy Director of UNRWA Operations in the 
West Bank, spoke at the event. He said: “We appreciate 
this partnership with village councils and hope that it 
will contribute to supporting the community and families’ 
livelihoods in this area. We also extend our appreciation to 
Khalaf Al Habtoor Foundation, for the generous contributions 
and support that made this project a successful reality.” 

Regional Visits & Events
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Jihad the electronics whiz kid 
with bright ideas

UNRWA Arab Partners Unit meet an OFID 
Scholarship Programme student

Jihad is a 20-year old Palestine refugee from Qalqilia; a city in 
the West Bank that is 
completely surrounded 
by the Israeli Barrier 
with only a narrow gap 
in the east controlled 
by the Israeli military. 
This small checkpoint 
is subject to frequent 
and unpredictable 
closures making travel 
to nearby towns long 
and arduous. 

When Jihad was just 
15-years old her father 
tragically passed away. 
He was the family’s 
primary breadwinner, 
and now her family 
of five rely solely her 
grandfather’s teachers’ 
pension. With the rapid deterioration in her family’s economic 
situation, combined with the harsh reality of the occupation in 
Qalqilia, Jihad’s lifelong ambition to attend university seemed to be 
nothing more than a pipe dream.

Despite this, Jihad never gave up hope. She studied hard throughout 
school and achieved top results in the Tawjihi (the Palestinian high 

school exams). Upon receiving these results she visited the UNRWA 
Office in Qalqilya where she was told about the OFID-funded 
Scholarship programme to which she applied. 

Jihad is one of 27 successful applicants of the OFID programme 
in the West Bank and is now entering her third year of Physics at 
Al-Najah University in Nablus. Specializing in electronics, not only 
is she top of her class and 
set to finish her degree in 
the record time of three 
and a half years rather 
than the usual four, she is 
heavily active in voluntary 
projects both in and out of 
university.

During the summer, Jihad 
volunteers at a children’s 
summer camp in the 
West Bank, where she has 
developed interactive and 
fun games to introduce 
young children to the 
world of science.

Building upon this 
experience, Jihad is now 
launching her own project 
– ‘Circuit Maker’ – which 
combines both her passion 
for teaching children 
and electronics. She is developing a hands-on educational kit for 
children to learn about circuits -for use both in schools and in the 
home. 

Jihad is also attending a free-business workshop to learn how to 
market and sell ‘Circuit Maker’, and works closely with teachers 
who give her advice on maximizing the educational benefits of the 
project. 

Voices from Qalqilia
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“ I hope that one 
day the Palestinians 
will be free from the 
crippling occupation 
– parents will no 
longer be afraid 
every time their child 
leaves the home and 
youth will have the 
support they deserve 
to follow through 
their dreams and 
ambitions.”
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When Jihad graduates, she hopes to contribute to global physics 
and work at CERN in Geneva – the European Organization 
for Nuclear Research, which houses the world’s largest and 

most complex scientific 
instruments.

When discussing the 
challenges facing 
Palestinian youth today, 
she notes that the main 
obstacles in the West 
Bank are the restrictions 
and difficulties of access 
and high unemployment 
– both direct results 
of the ongoing Israeli 
occupation. In turn 
she recognizes the 
detrimental effect this 
has on youth innovation 
– something she deems 

crucial to developing the West Bank. With a lack of funds 
available to support new initiatives, she witnesses firsthand a 
disheartened youth giving up on transforming their ideas into 
reality.

Jihad hopes that one day the Palestinians will be free from the 
crippling occupation – parents will no longer be afraid every time 
their child leaves the home and youth will have the support they 
deserve to follow through their dreams and ambitions

 If Jihad could give advice to the younger generation of Palestine 
youth, she would urge them not to give up and to study hard as a 
good education is the most power tool a young person can have. 
She stresses that this does not just include academia but a 
rounded and developed skills set with communication at the core.

Jihad expressed her gratitude to OFID for their support – 
without which she would not be able to attend university, and 
urges them to continue supporting the Palestine youth to fulfill 
their dreams and build a brighter future.

Students at Al-Najah University in Nablus

The OFID Scholarship 
Programme
Since 2011 OFID has supported UNRWA’s scholarship 
programme with a grant of $1,000,000.  The contribution is being 
used to fund scholarships for Palestine refugee students in 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, the West Bank and Gaza, allowing young 
Palestine refugees who excel academically to attend university. 

Under this programme, OFID is generously providing the 
full tuition fees for these high-achieving students who would 
otherwise be unable to afford higher education. These students 
are being given the chance to pursue degrees in science, business, 
technical and legal fields. It is planned that these students will 
go onto contributing towards the development of a highly skilled 
workforce for Palestinian state building and social development.

 

How you can help  
Access to higher education is limited for many refugees because 
of their difficult socio-economic situation. This limits their 
employment opportunities and their chance to improve their 
living conditions. The Agency’s University scholarships contribute 
towards the development of a highly skilled workforce. Past 
university scholarship holders have gone on to hold key positions 
in UNRWA, host countries and other Gulf States, contributing to the 
social and economic development of the region. 

If you would like more information about this programme or think 
you could contribute, please contact the UNRWA Arab Partners 
Unit: eramman@unrwa.org

Voices from Qalqilya

“ I would like to 
thank OFID for 
their support – 
without which 
I would not be 
able to attend 
university”



A
ra

b 
Pa

rt
ne

rs
 U

ni
t

UNRWA assistance to orphans funded 
by the UAERC

In August, staff from UNRWA’s Relief and Social Services Programme 
(RSSP) in Gaza visited 48 newly identified orphan cases to assist them 
with the registration process. Sponsored by the UAERC, the new 
orphans will have access to a range of services and support. During 
the reporting period, other 25 orphans received psychosocial 
support; four cases were referred to specialized services (two for 
legal support and two for vocational training). 

The UAERC-funded programme to provide services and support to 
orphans in Gaza started in 2008 and since it has started more then 
$7 million has been received.

Construction of new bridge to relieve 
traffic in Gaza funded by the Islamic 
Development Bank (IDB)

The site for the construction of a bridge over the Wadi Gaza at Salah 
Eddin Road has been handed over to the contractor in coordination 
with all concerned authorities and service providers. This important 
project is funded by the Gulf Countries (GCC) through Islamic 
Development Bank (IDB). 

Once completed it will ease traffic flow between Gaza city, the 
north Governorate and the southern Governorates in the Gaza 
Strip. Until now, the existing bridge was a major bottleneck when 
crossing over the Wadi resulting in accidents and traffic jams.

OFID contributes towards radiotherapy 
for Palestine refugees in Lebanon

In March 2013, OFID signed an agreement with UNRWA to donate 
$25,000 to the Catastrophic Ailment Relief Program (CARE) in 
Lebanon. The project will support 50 patients at a cost of $500 
per patient. The first installment of funds is currently being used 
to contribute towards life-saving radiotherapy sessions for 25 
Palestine refugees in Lebanon.

Additional funds from RCO used to buy 
essential medical equipment
Upon the completion of a package of projects in Gaza 
(construction of a library, ten classrooms, a school and a health 
centre) funded by the Royal Charity Organization of Bahrain, an 
additional $20,000 was used to purchase essential equipment 
for the health centre. UNRWA would like to thank the Kingdom 
of Bahrain, through the RCO, for their enormous generorsity 
towards the Palestine regufees in Gaza.

In Other News...
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